MOVING THE DEAD: Scenes at the Old Jewish Cemeteries Strange ...
San Francisco Chronicle (1869-Current File); Aug 13, 1892;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: San Francisco Chronicle

MOVING THE DEAD.
Scenes at the 0ld Jewish

Cemeteries.

Strange Procession on San
Mateo Road.

A Thousand Disinterments Made
Within the Last Few
Weeks.

Travelers and dwellers along the Mis-
sion rosd laading into S8an Aateo county
must have noticed nearly every morning
during the part few weeks big express
wagons loaded with cotiin boxes slowly
winding their way southward, 1f any one
had cared to watch these wagons they
would have been ween to turn intothe new
Jewish cemetery beyond the San Mateo
line, and if one had still further investi-
gated the matter it wouid have been as-
certained that the wagons came from the
old Jewish cemeteries in the Mission. The
story of this traunsfer 18 simply another
chapter in the growth of San Francisco.
Bince the year 1860 the great bulk of Jew-
ish buriale have taken place either in the
*Home of Pcace’’ or the * Ilills of Eter-
mity,” from E.gzhteenth to Twentieth
streets, on Dolores, but the law having
now declared that the bnurial places for
B8an Francisco’'s dead shall hereafter be
beyond the boundaries of the city and
couniy, those who have control of these
old cemetaries have bezun the removal ot
the bodies therein to the new cemeteries
of the satme names down along the Mis-
sion road.

The Congregation Emanu-Et owns the
cemetery ‘‘Home o Peace,” and thiscon.
gregation. in conjunction with the
FEureka Benevoient Soclety, is having
the bodies removed from the old to tbe
new resting-place of that name, whiie the
Congregation Sherith Israel is doing the
ss1ue 1N connection with the old and new
*Halls of Eternity.”

The work ot removal began on Jaly 5th,
and nearly a thousand bodies, or all that
is left of them, have thus far been re-
moved from the two |cemeteries. The
work will be resummed ag.in aiter the
Jewish holidnys. 'There ure still ubout a
thoussnd to move. The Congregation
Emaunu-El and the benevolent societv
bive been removing the contents of all
zraves as the workmen camse to them.
I.ot owners 1n the new cemetery of course
huve the remaina ot friends reintorred in
their own lois, and al! others are de-
posited at the expense of the cougrega-
tion and societv. In the case of the Con-
gregation Sherith Isruel only the remainy
of friend« o! new (ot owners have thus far
been removed, but an arrangement 1s to
be made for the transier of all the dead
buried in the old cemetsry ut an early
date.

The work of disinterment has procaede:l
daily untit now, and hus been performed
under the personal supervision of Dr. Ar-
thur Rerensberger. the city super:nrend-
ent ot vaults and disinterment=. A torce
ol about twenty-tive men has been con-
stantiy empieved. The majority of these
bave been employed digsing open th:
graves, 1wo or three men have heen spe-
ciaily detaiied to remove the cotfins and
their contenis atter the upper eartn has
been removed, and reveral cairpenters
have been kept busy putting the remains
in new zinc-iined boxes. N 00N cases
there was very iittle found to be removed,
though somo bodies wore 1n a fair atate of
preservation. \Whnere the laiter was the
carxe the new boxes were all of foll size,
ard even where nothing but ashes re-
mained large boxes were used if enough
uf the original caskets had remained to
warrant themn. Jdn many instances, how-
ever, the new hrxes conformed to the re-
mainy, and the resuit was that
some of the truck loads were niade
up of boxes of wmany diff:rent sizes.
In one 1nstance there wcre seventy
buxes of remains piled up on a single
truck, thousth the average load was be-
tween twenty and thirty. Tue dizgers
would open a lot of gruves each day down
to within a single layer of the cotlin.
Nex: morning while the diggers worked
on other gwraves, the special men removed
the cofline, or what was left of them, and
the boxing w.as done st once so that the
truck could start before noon. In tuis
way from twenty to seventy were removed
each day uniil nearly a thousand had
been tiken awav., Some of the coitiis
were found soaked with water, and in
places where the cotlins had rotted away
the bottoms ot the graves were fult of mud.
The acene when the diggers were working
knee deep in mud was not an inspiring
one.

The site ot the old cemeteries is to be
filled 1n and turned into building lots.
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