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SPECIAL POLICE OFFICER IS
| BADLY WOUNDED BY BURGLAR.
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Gzorge F. Nichols
the Vietim of
a Thief.

PLORGE F. NICHOLRK, a sapecial
policeman. patroling n beat along
Sansome street, was shot and

dangerously wounded by a hwurglar at
8:2% on'clock lant night in the Star sa-
toon. at Sansome and Merchant streets.
Michols caught the vurglar in the act
of rubbing the place and attempted to
arrest him. The robber fired tvo shots,
poth of wh ch took effe-ct. Nicholn re-
turned the fire. but the burgiar rushed
out of the place and escaped, apparently
without injury. .

Nichols was trying the doors in the
mseighborhood, and found the side door
of the saloon unlocked. The place had
been closed by the proprietor, G. Galli,
spon after 7 o‘clock, and it was dark.
Michols listened and heard a sound in-
atde. Two ltalian fishermen were at
work at an adjoining market, and
Nichols called to them to ans=int him.
They ran toward him, but before reach-
ing his side Nighois pushed the saloon
door in and stepped inside. drawing his
gevolver and shouting “Hands up!”

A second later two shots were fired
at him point blank, at very close range.
Nichols fell, but shot at the burglar,
who pushed his way past the officer and
dr-ted Into Sansome street. The
Ituilans, Joe Partnico and Nick Aratto,
ran away as fant as they could. A

named Charles Jackson hap-

pened to be passing Merchant streeg,

on Bansome, at the moment of the

shooting. The burglar jostled him aside

with the remark. 'Look nut, or you'll

shot.” Jackson got a fair glance at

man, whoe ran down Sansome street

80 Clay, where he turned and ran
toward the water front.

NMichols was found by persons at-
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gracted by the shaos, and son minutes
later a patrol wagon arriveu and car-
iried the wounded officer to the Harbor
iHoxpital. Nichola hives at 425 Bank
mtreet with his wile and three children.
His wife vwan notified and woat to the
‘hospital. The physician in chs. rge {cund
ithat Nicholr « as dangerousiy wounded.
‘The bullets were 3R-caliber. One struck
Nichols in the left nid=, glancrd around
the lower ribe and lodged in the Ladk,
where it was cut out. The nther struck
him in the back on the left #1de, ranging
downward and appurently lodging in
the abdominal cavity. His chances
were aaid to be about «ven for recovery,
though only a cursory examination had
‘heen made. Nichols did not lore con-
nceiousness at any time. but he could tell
very little about the affair.

1 did not get a lonk at the man,” he

said. It was perfectly dark in the ra-
1oon. As soon ar [ stepped inside 1 was
shot. I don't remember whether I shot

then or afterward. when he ywent panst
me on the sidewalk. It happened with-
in a few seconds. 1 saw only nne man.”

O. H. Ferguson of 2511 Baker street
and H. Pedemonte of b \Vallejn place
were in the vicinity at the time of *the
shooting and saw two men running
away from the scene. Ferguson wason
Kansome, near Clay, and saw the men,
running down Sansome to Clay, where.
one ran down Clay and the other ran up
toward Montgomery. Pedemonte was,
on Clay, below BRBattery. and saw two,
men approaching him on a run and
greatly excited. They stopped running
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just before reaching him and passed
him at a rapid wallk.

Jackson, the negro, gave the police a
dair dexcription of the burglar, which fit-
ted the descriptionof one o« f the n:r n seen
by Ferguson and IPedemonte. Jackson
satd he was an American. ahout 3. years
of ager. of dark complexion. with a heavy
mustache and dark clothes and hat.
An the burglar brushed past he hal a
revolver in hia hand, which he was plac-
ing in his porket.

A Jimmy and a white handkerchief
were found on the flonr of the saloon.
The door had beren pried open with the
immy. and marks on the nickel-in-the-
sint machine on one side of the room
indicated that the burglar must have
been in the act nf opening it when Nich-
nls entered. The cash register bhehindg
the corunter was wide open and papers
were acattered about. Gallf, who ar-
rived half an hour later, naid there was
no cash in the register and that he had
lost nothing.

Detective Revnnlda questioned Jack-
son clrsely and was inclined to suspect
him of connection with the burglary,
but later hecame convinced that the
negro was innocent. e tnok the man
to the California-street station, how-
ever, and will hold him pending devel-
opmenta. No search was made by the
police for blondy tracks, which might
have been left by the burglar if Nichols®
shot took effect.

At a late hour last night Nichols was
reported to be in a very precarious con-
dition.
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